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often coming from afar with the most frightful sores. The dis-
interested work of the Mershons made them the idols of the
neighbourhood and they are known only as tuan doctor and
nyonya doctor. There is of course a fine modern hospital in Den
Pasar, but the Balinese prefer the more informal, sympathetic
clinic of the Mershons.

ADDITIONAL   NOTES

i. Rangda and Barong. The origin of the fascinating Rangda is now con-
fused, fantastic myth, a sample of which is the following tale as it was
told to me by an old man of Den Pasar:

A concubine of King Erlangga gave birth to a pair of pigs, a dreadful
omen of approaching calamity. The Brahmanas were consulted and they
advised turning the pigs loose in the forest. The pigs played havoc with
the trees, and to prevent further destruction, Sanghyang Berawi (Bega-
wati) turned them into two beautiful women, whom she named Tjumpu
Mas and Tanting Mas. She gave them a small book of lontar palm and
ordered them to study the powerful magic formulas contained in it.
Tjumpu Mas decided to remain in the jungle, keeping the book with
her, but Tanting Mas went to the country of Lemah Tulis, where she
married the holy man Begawan Mpii Gandu. " Because the holy man
could not bear the fire of Tanting Mas," he went to live in the forest as
a hermit. There he met an endeh, the dancing flame of a witch, that
turned out to be Tjumpu Mas, his wife's sister, now a proficient witch.
So impressed was the holy man with her beauty that he married her on
the spot, but on the following day, when he went to perform his daily
purification, he found among his cleansing paraphernalia the entrails of
a corpse, freshly dug out of the cemetery by Tjumpu Mas. Enraged at
the profanation, the priest declared a magic war on the witch and turned
into a great cremation tower to intimidate her. She became fire that con-
sumed the tower, leaving her a rangda, a widow. The Rangda later be-
came pregnant, changed her name to Sirowalii (also meaning " widow "),
and lived on as queen of the forest of Alas Trung in the country of Dirah,
becoming known as the " Widow from Dirah " (Rangda ning Dirah, or
Girah). Her child was born in the jungle and grew up to be the famed
beauty Ratna Menggali.

There are many varied versions of the tale, in one of which Tanting
Mas and Tjumpu Mas are the result of the dreaded male and female
twins, Tanting Mas the male who struggles with his twin sister for